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Ban Ki-moon: The Time Has Come
In March U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki-moon spoke out forcefully against violence and discrimination based on sexual orientation or gender identity. While saying that he opposed conditionality on aid, he called for constructive actions such as decriminalising same sex relationships, banning discrimination and educating the public.
 
 



AIDS 2012: Turning the Tide Together
 



Caribbean eyes 
AIDS 2012
AIDS 2012, the 19th International AIDS Conference, takes place from July 22 to 27 at the Walter E. Washington Convention Center in downtown Washington DC. Potential delegates should visit the website of the U.S. embassy/consulate in their country as soon as possible to learn about the specific U.S. immigration processes and timing that will apply to them. All visa applications should be made by mid-April.
   
 



We all deserve a life free of violence
 In February, advocate Caleb Orozco was threatened and assaulted by two strangers in his native Belize. The attack came just one month after the United Belize Advocacy Movement (UNIBAM) launched the "We are one" campaign, a nationwide effort to foster dialogue around the theme of equal rights and justice for all. UNAIDS joins actors on all sides of this issue to condemn acts of violence against anyone, and especially on the basis of sexual orientation or gender identity.
 
*********************************** 
LINK WITH US
 
 UNAIDS Caribbean wants to know and share your strides and challenges. Partner with us to enhance regional communication. You may be featured on our daily-updated website or our quarterly newsletter. We can also help secure mass media coverage for HIV, sexual and reproductive health and human rights issues in your country. Remember to connect with other Caribbean people on our Facebook page and follow us on Twitter. 
  
Contact Communications Officer, Cedriann Martin  
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They don't all think of themselves as gay or bisexual. And many of them would never respond to a face-to-face survey about their sex life. But more than 2700 men in the Caribbean have participated in an ongoing online study that will improve our understanding of the varied group epidemiologists call "men who have sex with men" (MSM). (Find out how many are from your country.) Available on www.carimis.com, the Caribbean Men's Internet Survey (CARIMIS) is the first opportunity for men to safely share information about their sexual behaviour as well as their degrees of access to HIV prevention, testing, treatment and care services. Better data is going to lead to better policies and programmes. This is the final month for potential respondents to take part. Please spread the word.
 
Contact Senior Programme Adviser, Michel de Groulard 
 

We can wipe out mother-to-child HIV transmission
More than one-quarter of all babies born to HIV positive mothers in the Caribbean were infected with the virus before interventions became available. Not anymore. The Elimination Initiative, a region-wide effort to shrink those odds even further to less than two percent by 2015, is underway now. In March there was a special meeting of Chief Medical Officers in St. Lucia to discuss the integration of HIV and Sexually Transmitted Infection (STI) responses into healthcare systems. 
While some Caribbean countries are close to achieving elimination targets, stronger efforts are needed if those nations are to maintain high service coverage and if others are to catch up. The goal of "getting to zero" cases of mother-to-child transmission is realistic once we address the issues of sustainability and stigma and discrimination. Find out more about this issue in the English-speaking Caribbean. And note the following upcoming opportunities for advocacy and organisation:
· 20th Meeting of Chief Medical Officers (CMO), 16-17 April, Cayman Islands 
· Special Meeting of the Council for Human and Social Development (COHSOD), May 2012 
· Country National AIDS Programme (NAP) Meeting, June 2012 

Contact Senior Programme Adviser, Michel de Groulard
 

Treatment as prevention works
The mandate for early treatment has just gotten stronger. Researchers have found that in areas where antiretroviral therapy uptake is greater than 30%, people who do not have HIV are 38% less likely to acquire the virus than in areas of low uptake (less than 10%). This confirms results from the recent HPTN052 study which showed that if an HIV-positive person adheres to an effective antiretroviral therapy regimen, the risk of transmitting the virus to their uninfected sexual partner can be reduced by 96%.
 

Using the Universal Periodic Review 
In March some regional Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) made representation at the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) in Geneva. Through this unique process of the United Nations Human Rights Council, each UN member state is reviewed on its entire human rights record every four years. CSOs can participate by weighing in on the laws and policies that affect rights within their specific remit. Learn more about the UPR and how you can use it. And find out how partner NGOs in Trinidad and Tobago have navigated the process to advocate for sexual rights.
 

Condoms + Contraceptives
The jury is still out on whether injectable hormonal contraceptives (like DepoProvera) increase the  risk of both contracting and passing on HIV. The World Health Organisation has said that while this link cannot be conclusively ruled out, there is not enough data at this time to establish a clear correlation. For now women  living with, or at high risk for HIV, who use injectables may continue to do so, but should also use condoms. The dialogue is particularly relevant to Haiti where 68 percent of women using modern contraceptives prefer injectables.
 

 Global Fund bridge funding applications underway
By-invitation-only applications are now being processed by the Global Fund Secretariat for financing under the Bridge Funding Mechanism (BFM). Existing activities under expiring grants are considered eligible. With disbursements for proposals under the Traditional Funding Mechanism not scheduled to start flowing until 2013, the BFM is designed to plug gaps. Funding under the BFM is meant as a "last resort". Qualified applicants who are turned down under the BFM may apply for continuity services funding. Download the Operational Policy Manual to learn more.  
 

International Women's Day (IWD) 2012

New researchIWD commemorations throughout the region offered reality checks on the status of women.  from the Dominican Republic finds that when girls experience violence their HIV risk multiplies. Data from across the English-speaking Caribbean proves that many women-and their issues-remain on the margins.   Learn about the Caribbean Coalition on Women Girls and AIDS (CCWA) and their agenda in 2012. And let's join together to respond more meaningfully to the peculiar vulnerability of our young women to HIV.
 

C'bean papers wanted for Sex Education journal
Sex isn't getting old. There's no end of research interests when it comes to how young people's awareness and experience of relationships, sex and sexuality take place at home, in schools, through the media and in communities. And now Sex Education, a leading international journal, is specifically welcoming contributions from the Caribbean. Both Barbados-based researcher, Christine Barrow and the editor, Peter Aggleton will answer any questions you have about contributing.
 

 Technical support for civil society
The International HIV/AIDS Alliance Technical Support  hub in the Caribbean offers the region expertise in organisational development and technical areas including HIV treatment and care, stigma and discrimination and reproductive health and rights linkages. The hub contributed to work undertaken under the AIDSTAR-Two Project which seeks to determine how to make the health system in Jamaica more effective at reducing the HIV/AIDS burden in most at-risk populations (MARPs). This country study looks at the importance of health system strengthening (HSS) for key populations. 
 
 


	 


	


